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	Date
	Talk

	18-Jan
	What is Church? #1

	25-Jan
	What is Church? #2

	1-Feb
	What is Church? #3

	8-Feb
	Together. Serve. Depend.

	15-Feb
	Why do we have Sermons?

	22-Feb
	Why do we sing at Church

	1-Mar
	Putting Others First

	8-Mar
	Choosing a Good Church 

	15-Mar
	Welcoming People into Church

	22-Mar
	Who is Jesus









1. Hand out Bibles, Pens, and GAP Booklets
2. Greet the Teens, learn names & take register 
3. Icebreaker (Optional) 
4. Ask the opening question (5min)
5. Read the Bible passage (you or volunteer)
6. Pray for open ears and hearts
7. Play Talk (10-15min) 
8. Facilitate the discussion questions (10min)
9. Close in prayer where appropriate. Re-enter either during last song, or after service close 






	What is Church #1

	Hebrews 12:22-24 & Ephesians 3:8-10

	Murray Anderson (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/rP-KKdBN5Ak 



Opening Question:
· How many different meanings for the word ‘Church’ can you come up with?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. What did Murray say a ‘church’ is at its simplest, biblical meaning? (gathering) Does this surprise you or change the way you think?

3. How do people get to be a part of the church? What do they need so that they can gather with God despite their sinfulness? (Jesus as a mediator)

4. What do you think of the fact that our earthly church gatherings are just part of a massive heavenly gathering of thousands of angels etc.? Does it always feel like this when you gather at church?

5. How do you knowing about this heavenly church should change the way that you think about church? 

6. Murray says one of the amazing things about the early church was that it broke down all the usual barriers that kept people separate. Do you think this still happens in the church today?

7. What do you think of the church being ‘God’s boast to the world’? How does it feel to know that when you are part of the church you are something that God shows off to the whole universe?

8. If someone asked you whether it was actually important to be part of the church, what would you say to them?


	“What is Church? #2”

	Ephesians 2:11-22

	Caitlyn Gertzen (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/Ng4rb6bcHAQ 



Opening Question:
· What are some of the things that divide people in our world? What are some of the ‘bonds’ that bring them together? What would you say are some of the closest ‘bonds’?

Discussion Questions:
1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Caitlyn says it is important to recognize the ‘bad news’ in the passage, so that we can appreciate the ‘good news’! What was some of the bad news that Paul wants people who are Gentiles (not Jews) to remember?

3. What got rid of the barrier that existed between Gentiles and God? How did this get rid of that barrier? Consequently, what other barriers did it get rid of?

4. What are some the different ‘people groups’ that the world gets divided into today? Think like Paul, what do you think Jesus’ death does for these people groups when they commit to following Jesus?

5. Paul said that Christians are citizens of God’s kingdom. What are some of the benefits of your earthly citizenship? What do you think could be some of the benefits of being a citizen of God’s country?

6. Caitlyn says that our church gatherings are like a mini family reunion. Do you see church like this? Why do you think that this is not always obvious when you look at our church gatherings?

7. What are some of the ways that you think you could start treating your church like your family?

8. Is there anyone at church that you are not at peace with? How might you go about making peace with them because of what Jesus has done?

	“What is Church? #3”

	Revelation 1:4-6

	Carel Pienaar (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/TLFEHoqLSzk 



Opening Question:
· “My church is filled with difficult, sinful, and hypocritical people. I don’t want to be a part of that.” – What do you think of this statement? What do you agree with? What do you disagree with? Where would you stand on this?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Why is it so attractive to keep away from being part of church?

3. What are some of the different kinds of people that are in your church?

4. How do you feel about the fact that – despite all its messiness – the church is loved by God? What difference should this make to the way that we see church?

5. How can we know that God loves the church? Who did He send to prove this? 

6. What do you think of when you think about a ‘priest’? What does Carel say being a ‘priest’ is about biblically?

7. In what way is every Christian, including Christian teenagers, a kindof ‘priest’?

8. What was surprising about how the churches that Revelation was written to were doing?

9. ‘The church is the place where messy people are being cleaned up’ – what do you think about this? Is this how most people see church?

10.  What are some of the ways that this talk has changed how you see church? What are some of the changes that you might need to make in your attitude or approach to church?


	“Together. Serve. Depend.”

	1 Corinthians 12:12-27

	Tim Gertzen (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/dAkyLxxs6nI 



Opening Question:
· Would you say that church is more like a team sport, or an individual sport? Why?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Do you think that a ‘body’ is a good metaphor for Paul to use to describe the church? Why or why not?

3. Tim says that church is not the same as Scouts, or a club or extra-mural group because “Christians don’t have something in common, they are the something in common” (the body). What do you think of this?

4. What does Tim say is the opposite of ‘going solo’?

5. How does it make you feel to know that God made the church to need you! And that He has given you special, unique gifts so that you can serve the church?

6. Do you serve the church at the moment? Where are some of the areas you could start serving? (Remember: What are you good at? What do you enjoy? Where is there a need?)

7. If God made us to depend on others in the church, this means you need something from everyone…even the difficult people! What do you think about this?

8. When you look at your church, do people rush off straight after the service? Or do they stay and serve one another?

9. Does your church look like a ‘horde of little kids chasing a ball’, or like a united body working together?


	Why do we have Sermons?

	Psalm 119: 130-135; 2 Timothy 3:14-17

	Murray Anderson (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/7ub0IL2VT6A 



Opening Question:
· If you could meet any celebrity who would it be AND how would you like to meet them? (e.g. hang out at the beach, go for milkshakes, play soccer together, etc.)

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Would you say most people would say that God is very accessible? Is it easy or difficult to have a relationship with Him?

3. Murray says that God has revealed himself in Creation. What would you say that creation teaches us about God?

4. Murray also says that God has revealed himself in Jesus, and the Bible is all about Him. Why do you think the Bible might be the best place to learn about Jesus?

5. John Calvin said “The Bible is where we feed our faith”. What do you think this means? How can we ‘feed’ on the Bible?

6. Charles Spurgeon said “A Bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t”. Do you think this proves generally true?

7. What are some of the ways that you have seen the Bible get used in the gatherings at your church?

8. Below are some of Murray’s tops for listening to the Sermon. Which do you think could be helpful to you?

2

Before: 
1. Expect and ask big things 
2. Bring your own bible
3. Listen to reading
During:
1. Do all you can to help focus
2. Don't give up

After; 
1. Think about your response 
2. Pray
3. Ask the preacher question
	“Why do we sing at church?”

	Psalm 150; Colossians 3:6

	Grant Gibson (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/OEhHoq4rGxM 



Opening Question:
· What is something that gets you really, really excited?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. What are some of the things that you ‘praise’ to your friends and family?

3. Grant says there are more than 50 direct commands in the Bible to sing. What do you think this tells us about singing?

4. What are the reasons that we have to praise God? What does this mean for what our songs at church should be about?

5. Are singing and teaching separate things? Why or why not?

6. How do you think most people see singing in your church? What actions make you think this?

7. How does it make you feel that God hears you when you sing to Him? How should this shape the way that you sing?

8. Is it easy to ‘sing with gratitude in your heart’? What are some of the things that make this difficult?

9. How do you see emotions? Are they a good thing or a bad thing?








	“Putting others first”

	Philippians 2:1-11

	Caitlyn Gertzen (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/ME_70yJCuoE  



Opening Question:
· What is the saddest animated movie scene that you have ever seen? If any of the characters had acted differently, could things have been different?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Do you think most people walk into church with the intention of putting the needs of others first? What would a church like this look like?

3. Why do you think Paul says that you will only be able to put others first ‘IF’ you experience Jesus’ love first? (Remember the cup illustration)

4. Caitlyn gave a bunch of practical ways to put others first: Prepare; Arrive early; be part of the service; listen actively; stay after the service.

a. Which of these would you say is the easiest to do? Why?
b. Which of these is the hardest to do? Why?
c. Which of these was the most surprising to you? Why?
d. Which of these could you try to start doing from now on?

5. Caitlyn’s friend Sarah left her conversation with Caitlyn as soon as she saw that a church visitor was standing alone. How was this an example of ‘putting others first’?

6. How did Jesus give us the ultimate example of what it looks like to put others first?







	Welcoming People Into Church

	James 2:1-4

	Felix Aremo
	https://youtu.be/dAcTGeGIzgc?si=XF1z30Pngbmdx8T5 




START THE VIDEO AT 3:10
Opening Question:
Imagine that you were walking into your church for the first time. What would be the things that you notice? What would you find strange? What would you find wonderful?

Discussion Questions:

· Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

· What are some of the ways that we are tempted to classify and make assumptions about new people in our church?

· If we remember that we ‘fundamentally equal’ to those that walk into church, what difference should it make in how we treat them?

· What are some of the ways that our church is good at building a community? What are some of the ways that our church is not good at building a community?

· What are some of the ways that you could help a new person at church or youth feel comfortable? What are some of things that might be difficult for them, that you could make easier?

· Why do you think churches often drift towards being cliquey and unwelcoming to outsiders?

· What do you know about God’s attitude towards outsiders? How does Jesus act towards these people? How will remembering this help you to be more welcoming?

· What are some ways that you could make visitors and new people more welcome at GAP?


	Choosing a Good Church

	Hebrews 10:19-25

	Tim Gertzen (Gracefields)
	https://youtu.be/EJ5M_7itfhE



Opening Question:
· What factors led you to choose your current school/schooling system?

Discussion Questions:

1. Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?

2. Why did you or your family decide to come to this church?

3. Why is the fact that faith in Jesus is the only way to God a significant factor in choosing a church? Why does it matter what a church teaches about Jesus?

4. In what ways can the way a church uses the Bible and talks about sin a helpful indicator about what they believe about Jesus?

5. Why is it important to have a church family that keeps reminding you about the day when Jesus will return to make everything right?

6. How does the way a church talks about money help us see what they believe about eternity?

7. In the Bible, Love is about deeds. What are some of the deeds that show a church loves people?

8. Do you think evangelism is really a loving thing to do? Does it usually get appreciated as something loving?

9. Why do you think it is important to remember that there is no such thing as a perfect church?






	Who is Jesus?

	John 8:48-59

	Ben Clube (Two Thieves)
	https://youtu.be/ipvl8W_k9T0?si=W4zrZ7n3o2EEuz7Q 



Opening Question:
What are some of the answers that people give to the question: ‘Who is Jesus’?

Discussion Questions:
· Was there anything that particularly struck you from the talk? Is there anything that you didn’t understand? Is there anything you want to talk about from it?
· 
Here are some of the options that Ben gave for who people think Jesus was:  
Tooth Fairy; Revolutionary; Propaganda; Conman (trickster); Prophet; Angel; Demon; God
· Which of these do you think are the most popular theories amongst your friends? Why?

· Which of these would you say are the ‘strongest’ theories? Which are the ‘weakest’ to your mind?

· Thinking about Jesus as ‘a revolutionary’ or ‘Propaganda’, why do you think it is such a common thing for people to try and make Jesus into a figure that supports their own cause? How could you make sure that you don’t do this with Jesus?

· Why do the eyewitness accounts make it difficult to claim Jesus is a fairytale?

· Do you think it is significant that literally nobody who lived at the same time as Jesus ever claimed that he was a trickster? (As Ben says “Sailors didn’t question his miracles on sea, Doctors did not question his healing miracles, and everybody knew what death was, yet questioned that He rose people back to life”).

· What difference does it make to YOUR life if Jesus really is God?

· If Jesus isn’t God, is there any point to GAP or Church or being a Christian?

